CHAPTER I.
THE INDIAN EMPIRE.
Thou thinkest, " I am single and alone ! "~-
Perceiving not the great Eternal Spirit,
Who dwells within thy breast.   Whatever wrong
Is done by thee, He sees and notes it all.
Maftabharata.
For the sake of those of our readers, who may not be
well acquainted with the British Empire in India, it may
be desirable for me to preface the narrative which follows
with some brief description of our field of work.
i. ITS EXTENT.
The British Empire in India and Ceylon extends
over an area of about 1,900,000 square miles. In other
words it includes a territory larger than the Continent of
Europe without Russia, thirteen times the size of Great
Britain and Ireland, and more than thirty times the size
of England. India proper is about 1,900 miles long, and
1,900 miles broad, in its extreme length and breadth,
Starting from Bombay it takes 42 hours of incessant
travelling by rail to reach Calcutta, 43 to reach Lahore,
35 to reach Madras, and 56 to reach Tuticorin in the
extreme South, By steamer to Colombo, in Ceylon, takes
three and a half days. To reach Ani, in Kulu, our northern-
most station in the Himalayas, will occupy at least seven
days. To reach our nearest Corps in Gujarat takes twelve
hours by rail.
The Himalaya Mountains or Snowy Range (hima means
snow), which form the northern boundary of India, con-
tain the three highest peaks in the world. The chief of
these is Mount Everest, which is 29,000 feet above the
level of the sea.
India's plains are watered by many great rivers, sucfr
as the Indus, which is 1,800 miles long, and the Ganges,